2020 VALUE ADJUSTMENT BOARD


Minutes of the January Monthly VAB Meeting

Thursday, January 14, 2021
9:00 AM, Council Chambers

1st Floor, City Hall (St. James) & ZOOM Virtual Meeting
Council Member Joyce Morgan, Chairman


Cheryl Brown, VAB Clerk
Council Member Randy White




Heather Pelegrin, VAB Operations Manager
School Board Member Charlotte Joyce



Grace English, VAB Staff
Council Appointed Citizen Member Shirley Dasher



School Board Appointed Citizen Member Kris Barnes
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

In Attendance:

William H. Jeter, Jr., VAB Attorney
Chester Aikens, Executive Council Assistant, Council Member Morgan
Jerry Holland, Property Appraiser

Tiffiny Pinkstaff, Counsel to the Property Appraiser
Keith Hicks, Chief Appraiser

Harry Guetherman, Commercial Division Chief, PAO
Jim Ogburn, Residential Division Chief, PAO
Dana Clark, Customer Service Division Chief, PAO
Chairwoman Morgan called the meeting to order at 9:03 AM

1. Introductions of Board and staff.  
2. Chairwoman Morgan instructed Heather Pelegrin, VAB Operations Manager, to email all of the VAB Board members the Value Adjustment Board Orientation video link from the Department of Revenue’s website.
3. Chairwoman Morgan stated the next item on the agenda was to approve the 2020 VAB Organizational Meeting Minutes.  Citizen Member Barnes made a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes from the 2020 VAB Organizational Meeting.  2nd by Council Member White.  Board approved 5–0.

4. William Jeter, VAB Attorney, explained the Public Comments procedures.
5. Public Comments section:
· VAB # 2020-015056 – Tyler Self, Petitioner, late file denial.  Mr. Self asked the Board to overturn the denial of his late filed petition for Good Cause.  Council Member White made a motion to accept the late filed petition.  There was no 2nd.  Motion failed.
· VAB # 2020-000249 – Ray Lewis, Petitioner, disagreed with the Special Magistrate’s recommended decision. Among other assertions, Mr. Lewis stated that DOR evidence rules were not followed. Jim Ogburn, Residential Division Chief, PAO, was asked by Chairwoman Morgan to provide a brief explanation on what he believed happened with Mr. Lewis’ hearing.  Citizen Member Barnes made a motion to defer the recommended decision and let Mr. Jeter review the situation.  2nd by School Board Member Joyce.  Board approved 5–0.
· VAB # 2020-002737 – David Radcliffe, Petitioner, disagreed with the Special Magistrate’s recommended decision.  Mr. Radcliffe did not appear and did not speak, however, he sent a letter to Mr. Jeter and asked that it be read to the Board.  Mr. Jeter read the letter to the Board members.  There was no further action and no motion was made.
6. Deferral requests from the Property Appraiser’s Office.  Per email received from Keith Hicks, Chief Appraiser, Property Appraiser’s Office on January 13, 2021, the Property Appraiser’s Office requested that the following VAB petition #’s be pulled from the ratification list.

· VAB #’s 2020-000056, 000058, 000070, 000075, 000076, 000079, 000080, 000083, 000090, 000094, 000095, 000097, 000121, 000125, 000129, 000131, 000137, 000138, 000139, 000149, 000150, 000165, 000166, 000167 & 000170 (Pivotal Tax Solutions).

Tiffiny Pinkstaff, Counsel to the PAO provided a brief statement asking the Board to defer the recommended decisions that were asked to be pulled from the ratification list.  Mr. Jeter explained the background for the Pivotal Tax Solutions 25 recommended decisions and stated he believed they complied with law and should be approved.  Council Member White made a motion to defer the 25 Pivotal Tax Solutions recommended decisions.  2nd by School Board Member Joyce.  Board approved 5–0.  Mr. Jeter provided background regarding the Pivotal Tax Solutions 25 petitions and suggested the PAO should provide some basic grounds for their Deferral request.  Citizen Member Barnes made a motion to reconsider the prior motion.  2nd by Citizen Member Dasher.  Board approved 5–0.  Citizen Member Barnes asked Tiffiny Pinkstaff to provide an explanation on why the deferral was being requested by the PAO. Among other reasons, Ms. Pinkstaff asserted that the Special Magistrate did not apply accepted appraisal methodology in making his valuation. In particular, she asserts he relied on an insufficient number of comparable sales.  After the explanation by Ms. Pinkstaff, Citizen Member Barnes asked what would happen if the recommended decisions were deferred.  Mr. Jeter provided an explanation regarding the deferral process.  Chairwoman Morgan asked the PAO’s Counsel further questions.  Ms. Pinkstaff & Jerry Holland also provided an explanation.  Council Member White made a motion to defer the 25 Pivotal Tax Solutions recommended decisions.  2nd by School Board Member Joyce.  Board approved 5–0.

· VAB # 2020-000397 (GT SHS JACKSONVILLE LP)
Ms. Pinkstaff provided an explanation to the Board regarding the reason for the deferral request for VAB # 2020-000397 (Todd Jones, Petitioner). The Property Appraiser asserts, among other things, that the Special Magistrate's appraisal methodology unduly emphasizes evidence of deed stamps affixed to the Petitioner's deed acquiring the subject property. Todd Jones, Petitioner, offered a rebuttal statement to the PAO’s request for deferral.  Mr. Jeter then provided an explanation.  Ms. Pinkstaff & Jerry Holland, each spoke and made comments.  Mr. Jeter then made additional comments.  Mr. Jones then provided additional comments to the Board.  Mr. Holland then made his final statement to the Board.  School Board Member Joyce made a motion to defer the recommended decision.  2nd by Council Member White.  Board approved 4–1 (Barnes).
7. Consider the recommended decisions listed on the 6 page excel spreadsheet for the 2020 January 14, 2021 VAB Meeting except for VAB #’s 2020-000056, 000058, 000070, 000075, 000076, 000079, 000080, 000083, 000090, 000094, 000095, 000097, 000121, 000125, 000129, 000131, 000137, 000138, 000139, 000149, 000150, 000165, 000166, 000167, 000170, 000249 & 000397.  Citizen Member Dasher made a motion to approve all of the recommended decisions on the excel spreadsheet except the petitions previously deferred.  2nd by Council Member White.  Board approved 5–0.
8. Mr. Jeter gave an explanation regarding late filed petitions.  He specifically referred the VAB to, and read from the provisions of Rule 12D-9.015(14) Florida Administrative Code.  He informed the Board that the last regularly scheduled VAB hearings are approaching and that any further late filed petitions should be considered in light of whether the granting of their late-filing would be harmful to the taxing process.  He also informed the Board that any late filed petitions received in the coming weeks would continue to be reviewed and that he would continue to take the “Good Cause” rule into consideration when making his determination.  Chairwoman Morgan asked if a motion was necessary to which Mr. Jeter replied, no, a motion is not necessary.

9. Mr. Jeter reported to the Board an update regarding the Property Appraiser's Litigation against the 2016 and 2017 VABs.  Those lawsuits have been dismissed by the PAO.  RCM Acquisitions, LLC, a 2019 valuation Petitioner filed a suit against the Tax Collector and Property Appraiser’s Office appealing its 2019 assessment. RCM included the 2019 Value Adjustment Board as a defendant to its lawsuit.  Because the VAB is not a proper legal party to Circuit Court assessment appeal litigation, Mr. Jeter filed a Motion to Drop VAB as a party defendant to the action or, alternatively, to dismiss the pending action against VAB .  The litigation is pending, and Mr. Jeter is monitoring it.  
10. Chairwoman Morgan spoke regarding the recent DOR Ad Hoc Training that took place on December 10, 2020.  She was very pleased with the training and the Special Magistrates participation and found the training to be knowledgeable and informative.  She thanked the DOR, Mr. Jeter, the Special Magistrates and VAB staff for their hard work and participation.  Mr. Holland also made comments relating to the DOR Ad Hoc Training and stated that he and his staff also participated in the training that everyone did a wonderful job and that he was pleased.
11. Chairwoman Morgan asked if there was any other business before the Board, seeing none, he announced the next Board meeting date & time and the meeting was adjourned.

12. Wyman Duggan was on ZOOM and wanted to confirm that VAB petition # 2020-002653 was ratified during the meeting.  Heather Pelegrin, VAB staff, confirmed that it was accepted and made final.
Announce date and location of next 2020 VAB meeting:

Thursday, February 11, 2021 at 9:00 am







      
1st Floor, City Hall, Council Chambers
Meeting was adjourned at 10:45 AM.
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